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REVIEWS. 


In pointing out this distinction the author has been just to the so-called 
cure, and he might have gone a step further and shown that the propor¬ 
tion of cases of cardiac disease in which its origin is to be sought for in the 
peripheral vascular system is much larger than is commonly supposed, 
thus more rigidly limiting the cases to which the method of Oertel is 
adapted. The work is well illustrated by about sixty figures, most of 
them clearly showing important positions and movements. We believe 
that it is a decided advantage that active and passive movements, Swedish 
and mechanical gymnastics, and massage, should be considered in one 
volume. Their relations and indications, their comparative value, are 
better understood. As a whole, this volume shows extensive travel, careful 
study, a scientific spirit in sifting the contradictory statements of phy¬ 
siologists, and in clearly stating the possibilities of exercise, and without 
ignoring its limitations. It will do much to popularize in the medical 
profession useful adjuncts of treatment which are now prescribed from an 
empirical standpoint. It shows the various forms of exercise in their 
true relation, and is just both to Swedish movements—so called—and to 
massage. It is not an argument for exercise, save so far as the exposi¬ 
tion of its physiology shows it to be important, but it is a book for the 
physician who knows of and uses the means not to be found in the Phar¬ 
macopoeia. R. W. W. 


A Text-book on Diseases of the Eye. By Henry D. Noyes, A.M., 
M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology and Otology in Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College; Ophthalmic Surgeon to the New York Eye and Ear 
Infirmary. Second and revised edition. Octavo, 834 pages. Illustrated 
by five chromo-lithographic plates, ten plates in black and colors, and 269 
wood engravings. New York: William Wood & Co., 1894. 

Since the publication of the first edition, four years ago, the ad¬ 
vances in ophthalmic science have not been radical or very striking; 
but such as they have been we find them well reflected in the revision 
which this work has undergone. Like every other systematic text-book, 
there are certain parts of its subject that receive better treatment than 
others, and the most strikingly strong chapters perhaps are those on 
binocular vision, which include the anatomy, physiology, palsies, and 
other disturbances of the ocular muscles; and the chapters upon the 
optic nerve and amblyopia and amaurosis. These portions are very 
complete, and have undergone more thorough revision than some others. 

In regard to muscular asthenopia, under which heading are con¬ 
sidered the disturbances of the balance of the ocular muscles that have 
in the last few years attracted so much attention, Dr. Noyes has not 
been blinded by the glamour of operative adjustments and immediate 
results, yet he quotes at length, and gives considerable attention to 
the claims of those who have gone most extensively into the cutting and 
advancing of the ocular muscles. As to the operation to be chosen, he 
says: “ It may be accepted as settled that tenotomy with free dissection 
of the surrounding tissue is not fitting in muscular asthenopia, and, with 
high degrees, it is better to divide the operation between two eyes and 
at a considerable interval. My preference has been to perform com¬ 
plete tenotomy and control its effect by sutures. Partial tenotomies 
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have, in my experience, been extremely uncertain and usually inef¬ 
fective.” 

In discussing the palsies of the ocular muscles, an excellent account 
is given of the motor nerves which supply them and the nuclei from 
which they spring, together with their relations to other portions of the 
central nervous system and intra-cranial structures. And this account 
is illustrated by numerous diagrammatic cuts. Some of these cuts are 
repeated in the chapter upon the optic nerve, which includes a very 
good presentation of cerebral localization as the ophthalmologist needs to 
know it. The localization of the nerve-fibres distributed to the various 
portions of the retina as they pass from the optic chiasm forward to 
the eye is represented by a series of ingenious diagrams, in so far as it 
has been worked out by the few careful microscopical studies of speci¬ 
mens presenting atrophy of certain bundles of fibres. These enable one 
to grasp the facts more clearly than any verbal description could pos¬ 
sibly do. 

The work still remains defective in regard to the errors of refraction 
and accommodation. The correction of these makes the majority of the 
practice of the ophthalmic surgeon of the present day ; yet they are treated 
in some seventy pages, less than is devoted to them in many smaller 
works. And necessarily their consideration is somewhat superficial and 
very incomplete. For instance, the account of skiascopy consists mainly 
of extracts from the description of the test given in Mr. Nettleship’s little 
manual of Diseases of the Eye. 

Mydriatics are spoken of as usually unnecessary for the determination 
of refraction, as indeed they are unnecessary to an approximation or a 
probable guess at the degree of ametropia; and homatropine, it is stated, 
must be used in the strength of twenty grains to the ounce—about double 
the strength commonly employed by those who rely on it, of whom Dr. 
Noyes is not one. 

The account of the ophthalmometer, though not one that would give 
the ophthalmologist unfamiliar with the instrument a working acquaint¬ 
ance with it, is more just in its estimate of its value than some others 
that have emanated from New York. Still, by under-rating of other 
methods of objectively estimating ametropia, the ophthalmometer is 
comparatively somewhat over-rated. 

Among the additions to the book we find a colored plate, including a 
number of illustrations used by Mr. Lindsay Johnston in his accounts of 
the reflexes of the retina and coloboma of the choroid, with one figure 
of thrombosis of the central retinal vein, and a case of inflammation of 
the eye from vaccinia. 

The general index has been rendered quite complete and satisfactory, 
and an index of authors referred to has been added. The names of 
some five hundred different writers on ophthalmology, mentioned in 
this latter index, most of them with multiple references, give a very fair 
idea of the breadth and accuracy of the literary research which the 
book represents. 

This edition is printed on paper considerably thinner than that used 
in the first. But while this renders the volume less imposing in its 
appearance, the diminished weight and bulk will be appreciated in the 
crowded library where it is desired for practical use. E. J. 



